Dr. Dalia Wahdan 1s an anthropologist and associate professor of urban studies at the
Architecture and Urban Design Program of the Nile University in Cairo. She previously taught at
the American University in Cairo and FLAME University in Pune. Dalia Wahdan works on
urbanism in India, Egypt and Saudi Arabia focusing on new town planning, vulnerability in
unplanned settlements, urban subj 1 ent citizenship and spatial inequities.

Holger Gladys is an architect and associate professor of urban design at the German University
he wColofiialityol Tifras trlictine o v s
the Am @ tyintl r ﬁ S t E laus University. His

actual teaching activities evglve, around design instructjon and applied research on the

Dalia Wahdan
Holger Gladys

metropolitan condiEntl)Ita leitegn REegat(fﬁe‘S also Mumbai and Accra.

In a letter to President Nasser from 1963, architect Hassan Fathy raises the issue of self-colonization as a critical
continuation of former colonial power structures. He Te the hegemony of western—imported ideals of
architectural and building technologies as it manifests inﬁr housing in rural Egypt. For Fathy “colonialism
lives on, having transformed itself from an overt, undisgm— stealthy, self-colonization,” quoting the French-
Tunisian sociologist Gaston Bouthoul, “Today, a new fact has changed things completely: the spirit of self-colonization has
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willingness to transform/modernize the rapidly growing metropoles along western principles and models of democracy,
economy and culture.

The research underscores manifestations of parallel nﬂﬂ)nging and dwelling that seek to resist self-
coloniality. The paper argues that unlike post-indepe e sses of self-colonization were carried out by
national leaders seeking to impose imitations of the West and combat inertia or fanaticism; today with the neoliberal bent,

self-colonization is spreading to subjects, “who are now eager to reject their old way of life and change the color of their
skins.”*

Yet, the dialectic of colonization and its sinister twin self—colonization is not final; it generates insurgent modes of existence
and spaces through processes that gives nuanced meanings to a “Eurafrica” that might not be dead yet.

x[Letter to President Gamal Abdel Nasser on Rural Housing from 1963, in Salma Samar Damluji and Viola Bertini [2018]
Hassan Fathy: Earth & Utopia. Laurence King Publisher, London. P. 174 ff.
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“Colonialism t

Hassan Fathy at his studio in Darb el-Labbana, Cairo
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pmeny and children... Here, before the whole world, is a living symbol of your will, power, persistence, work

1 gere thls HliDam, is a victory souvenir over all obstacles. Here is a clear picture of your dreams, realized by
hi ature, regar siof price in blood and sweat, to assert man’s determination, with God’s spirit
ored b life. Fri itizens, no spot in the world materializes the great struggle of the contem-
* ite on Which we stand, the site of the Aswan High Dam. Here, the political, social, national, and
@naterialize as the bulk of the great rock which blocked the old Nile waterway, to accumulate its
by man, as a permanent source of prosperity.” Extract from Gamal Abdel Nasser’s the speech

pag #.Xvﬁlbeoza7o; https://egyptianomics.com/2015/06/15/the-city-of-the-high-dam/
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Although this may seem a continuation of colonial hangover, five
trends characterize the current phase of self-coloniality:

% The gradual retrenchment of civic bureaucracy and its”
replacement with a military bureaucracy and basic semces

B The increasing role of the military establishment in-
' infrastructure and housing

% The growing importance of 1nternat10nal 1nst1tut10ns
- recognition for reglme 1eg1t1macy

# The increasing role" of real estate servmes constructlon and
bulldlng sectors in the | gross domestlc product R
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Beautification of Midan Tahrir, turning the square into an open-air museum, actually erasing the role and memory of a place.
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Advertisement for el-Madinaty, a developers dream east of Cairo, planned by HHCP Design International Inc., Orlando, Florida.

e
S o
S

[Pt

oy Ty 34 lll.‘l.‘
- % I: N Ay {1 .Il“l:“_'

i (=
L W X

s

_-idnign




The new administrative capital for 6.5 million residents will cover 70,000 hectare, making it about the size of Singapore, and will be
located in the desert 35 kilometers east of Cairo. Plans for the US$58bn administrative capital include a new parliament and
presidential palace, Egypt's largest airport, Africa's tallest tower —Oblisco Capitale Tower— 172 meter higher than Burj Khalifa with its
828 meters, the world’s biggest mosque, Africa’s largest cathedral, the Middle East's largest opera house, a $20bn entertainment
district, and an urban park of Jabout 800 hectare — two times larger than Central Park in New York. Image: UDC5+ Urban
Development Consortium. http:/j/www.udc5.com/project/wedian-new-capital-city/
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“The city proper is the 4
counterform of ¥
soclety’s reciprocally
individual and '
collective manner.
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